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LabConsumer

LabConsumer surveyed prices for the tested brands
at eight distributors and found many to be priced com-
petitively with latex gloves. For example, VWR
Scientific sells a box of Ansell Edmont’s Touch N Tuff
gloves (100/box) for $9.91, Midwest Scientific offers
Microflex’s Supreno for $11.50/box, Lab Safety Supply
sells Best’s N-DEX for $11.15/box, and online shoppers
at Scientific Supply Source can find Safeskin’s Purple
Nitrile gloves for $12.50/box. Note that these are list
prices and do not include institutional discounts given by
many distributors, so actual prices may be lower.

In summary, cancer researchers participating in our
glove survey found nitrile gloves to be a suitable replace-
ment for latex. Current latex glove users concerned about
developing allergies should give nitrile a try. And with a
little shopping around, most brands of nitrile gloves can
be purchased at prices not far from those of high-quality
latex gloves. If you’d like to take matters into your own
hands, most manufacturers are happy to send out glove
samples for real-world tests. 

Amy L. Francis can be contacted 
at afrancis@the-scientist.com.
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Editor’s note: The pipettors used during tests were generously lent by
Rainin Instrument Co. of Woburn, Mass., and the pipet tips and micro-
centrifuge tubes kindly provided by AxyGen Scientific Inc. of Union
City, Calif. The Scientist does not have an affiliation or advertising rela-
tionship with any of the glove companies mentioned. The testing was
conducted solely as a service to readers of The Scientist.
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ALLEGIANCE HEALTHCARE CORP. Multi-Flex Nitrile T Ambi Blue S, M, L, XL $25.00 3.82 4.03 3.89 3.92 4.11 14.73
McGaw Park, Ill. VWR, www.vwrsp.com (Sole distributor)
(800) 423-4067
www.allegiance.net

ANSELL EDMONT Touch N Tuff Green S, M, L, XL $9.91 3.20 3.30 3.55 3.52 3.67 13.17
Coshocton, Ohio VWR, www.vwrsp.com
(800) 800-0444
www.ansell-edmont.com 

BEST MANUFACTURING CO. N-DEX Blue S, M, L, XL $11.15 3.40 2.57 3.72 3.89 4.00 13.39
Menlo, Ga. Lab Safety Supply, www.labsafety.com
(706) 862-2302
www.bestglove.com

HIGH FIVE PRODUCTS INC. Nitrile Exam Glove White S, M, L, XL $13.50 3.39 3.50 3.49 3.99 4.18 13.61
Chicago, Ill. BioWorld, www.bio-world.com
(888) 253-9292
www.highfivegloves.com

MEDLINE INDUSTRIES INC. Accutouch FT Green S, M, L, XL $17.50 3.60 3.93 3.65 3.79 4.00 13.93
Mundelein, Ill. A. Daigger, www.daigger.com
(800) 633-5463
www.medline.com

MICROFLEX CORP. Supreno White XS, S, M, L, XL $11.50 2.70 2.96 3.44 3.52 3.76 11.58
Reno, Nev. Midwest Scientific, www.midsci.com
(800) 876-6866
www.microflex.com

SAFESKIN CORP. Purple Nitrile Purple XS, S, M, L, XL $12.50 3.80
San Diego, Calif. Scientific Supply Source, www.3s-supply.com
(800) 462-999
www.safeskin.com

MANUFACTURER BRAND NAME COLOR SIZES LOWEST LIST PRICE SCORES (n=APPROX. 286)

FIT EASE OF MOVEMENT OPENING OPERATING OVERALL

DONNING TUBE PIPETTOR (1–20)

Nitrile Glove Comparison Chart

LabConsumer traveled to the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) 
Annual Meeting (San Francisco, April 1–5) and enlisted the help of 286 researchers in blind testing of seven
brands of nitrile laboratory gloves. All gloves were approximately 9.5 in. long and 4 mil. (0.1 mm) thick and
designed for laboratory use. Survey participants rated gloves from 1
to 5 on how well they fit, how easy they were to put on, how well
they allowed opening and closing of a fist, and how well they were
able to open and pipet water into a 0.5 ml microcentrifuge tube. After
completing tasks, testers also gave an overall score (1–20) for each brand
and supplied background information about their current glove usage.
LabConsumer also surveyed eight laboratory suppliers for the low-
est list price for each glove in the survey. (These prices do not
include institutional discounts.) This survey should help those con-

cerned about latex allergies choose
a nitrile glove that suits their needs
and budget.
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